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and Connecticut adjoins it on the west. With
an area of 1,248 square miles, Ehode Island
could be contained in Texas about 205 times,
and it could include within its own bound-
aries only three cities the size of New York.
Its extreme length from north to south is
slightly less than 50 miles; its width is 37
miles." Of the total area, 181 square miles
are water surface.
People and Cities. Eleven states have a
smaller number of inhabitants than Rhode
Island^ but it is the most densely populated
of all the states. In the census of 1930 the
population was 687,497, with a density of
644.3 to the square mile. Of this number
96 per cent live in towns or cities. Among
the foreign born, who constitute one-fifth of
the total population, the most important nu-
merically are the English, Scotch, Irish, Eng-
lish Canadian, French Canadian and the
Italian.
Providence, with a population of 252,981
in 1930, is the largest city and the capital.
It is also the second largest municipality in
New England, ranking nest to Boston. The
next six cities in Rhode Island in order of
size are Pawtucket, Woonsocket, Cranston,
East Providence, Newport and Central
Falls, each of which contains over 25,000
population. There are 14 cities in the state
with more than 10,000 inhabitants.
Surface and Drainage. There are no
mountains in the state, but the surface is
considerably diversified. The northern and
western sections are hilly, and the land
slopes toward Narragansett Bay and the
.Atlantic Ocean. The Atlantic coast line
measures about 45 miles, but Narragansett
Bay, which penetrates inland about 30 miles,
affords with its various inlets about 350 miles
of shore washed by tidewater. The southern
coast west of Point Judith is low and sandy.
To the east the shores are formed by high,
rocky cliffs, interspersed with beaches of
sand. Rhode Island is drained chiefly by the
Pawtuxet, the Blackstone or Seekonk, and
the Paweatuck rivers. They all afford ex-
cellent water power and the last two are
navigable for short distances by small ves-
sels. Providence River, on which the city
of Providence is situated, is really a tidal
arm of Narragansett Bay. This Bay con-
tains numerous islands, the largest being
Rhode, Conanicut and Prudence.
Climate. The climate is nearly like that
of adjoining states, though somewhat mod-
 erated by Narragansett Bay; the summer
season is delightful, particularly at Newport
where the mean temperature is 46°. The
annual rainfall is 40 inches in the east and
44 inches in the west.
Mineral Resources. Rhode Island is not
an important mineral state, but granite of
good quality is quarried in various sections.
Under Narragansett Bay and to the east
there is a coal-bearing formation, the depos-
its of which are worked on a small scale.
Other mineral products of economic value
are iron ore, limestone, graphite and clay.
The value of the annual mineral output is
worth about $500,000.
Agriculture. The district of the state
known as "Island of Rhode Island" and the
northwestern section are especially fertile.
There are excellent markets within easy ac-
cess of nearly every farm in the state by
means of the railroads and the excellent
highways. Market gardening is successfully
carried on; corn, rye, oats and hay are pro-
duced in large quantities in yields that com-
pare favorably with those of the other New
England states. Fruit is an important prod-
uct. Poultry culture has been developed ex-
tensively; the state is widely known for its
"Rhode Island Reds" and for other breeds
of poultry.
Manufactures. Manufacturing is by far
the leading industry. Textile industries of
many kinds are the most important, with an
annual output valued at more than $400,000,-
000. Rhode Island ranks high in cotton
goods, woolen and worsted, silk and silk
products and hosiery and knitgoods. In the
manufacture of jewelry and silverware it is
surpassed only by New York; this industry
is centered at Providence. Other industries
include the manufacture of files, rubber and
elastic goods, and electrical supplies. Bristol
is famous for its yacht-building. Although
thirty-seventh in population, the state ranks
seventeenth among the states in the value of
manufactures.
Transportation. There are ample rail-
road facilities. The New York, New Haven
& Hartford has 200 miles of track in the
state. Bus lines connect with all the centers
of population within and without the state.
The highways are highly developed, being
very generally paved. Steamship lines con-
nect Providence and Newport with New
York and Philadelphia. The state airport
is situated just outside of Providence.

